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“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


Facts THat You SHOULD KNow DISEASE 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable.” the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these states, Han- 
sen’s disease rarely communicated contacts that from 
the public health standpoint might considered 
tically non-communicable disease. The Leprosarium 
Carville was founded fifty-two years ago. date not single 
member the medical nursing staff has contracted the 
disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 

Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for short periods. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted innoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted innoculation the germ. 


* & * * 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
years old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 


respect the unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 
This activity open all interested patients. THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. 
Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 


THE STAR 


Although Dr. Frederick has 
been charge this hospital for less than 
year, has been serving the patients here 
for almost years. was our Executive Of- 
under Dr. Denny, Dr. Hasseltine and Dr. 
Faget. Without doubt, Jo’’ has had 
more actual experience treating Hansen’s 

disease and has more knowledge the prob- 
Jems faced the patients, social and other- 
wise, than any other physician the United 
States. 


LOOKING FORWARD 


discard our old calendars and put our new 
ones for 1948 their places, look back over 
the past few years and know that the splendid re- 
sults treatment derived from the use the new 
sulfone drugs have justified the fine optimism that 
has come into being, and with deep satisfac- 
tion that look forward the growth this 
through the coming year. 


April this year the International Leprosy 
Congress will meet Havana, Cuba, where lep- 
from all over the world will report 
their experiences with the various new treatments, 
and expected that many these distinguished 
scientists will visit this hospital. hoped that 
much will gained this conference. have 
for experimental use another new sulfone named 
“Promacetin”, which given mouth and with 
which are now ready begin treatment 
those who will volunteer, and have hopes that 
may prove superior those drugs now 
which are taken orally. 


Also there process experimentation 
new method administering treatment through 
the skin which, successful, will great ad- 
vance. Very encouraging reports come from the 
Leonard Wocd Memorial. This organization has 
called together some the most outstanding sci- 


entists the country act consultants 
chemotherapy new drugs the treatment 
disease. Our own service, the U.S. Public 
Health Service, shows continued great interest 
the advancement the care and treatment pa- 
tients with disease. 


Much encouragement gained from the great 
interest shown many outstanding national or- 
ganizations and their assistance educating the 
public relative the many fallacies concerning 
disease. sincere hope that the 
great optimism shown all the patients will con- 
tinue there every reason believe that will 
and that there greater advancement ahead for 
better health and happiness. 


Frederick Johansen, Medical Director (R) 
Medical Charge 


NEW BRANCH POST 


Authorization for Branch Post Office this hos- 
pital was received December from the Post 
Office Department Chester Carville, Post- 
master Carville. There are still details 
worked out, but the aim improved postal service 


for the patients will soon realized. 


Jan. 
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Parade Progress 


moves slowly toward civilization, but when compare epochs half century even quarter 
century apart, perceive many signs that progress made’’. 


DOCTOR..... 


the medical profession have greatly re- 
vised our understanding leprosy recent years, 
regarding now relatively harmless disease 
with very slight degree communicability. Yet, 
the public thinks terrible disease and one 
which calls for the isolation any sufferer there 
from. The biblical treatment leprosy out— 
dated and not believed any well informed 
member the medical profession today. However 
“leper” subjected all the indignities and cru- 
elties set forth the Bible. The suggested legisla- 
tion (Col. National Leprosy Education and 
Treatment Act) would put different aspect 
the handling leprosy. 

far South Dakota concerned, have been 
unable find that have ever had case lep- 
rosy reported the State Board Health. have 
not been able find reference leprosy our 
State laws and only the one regulation, which pro- 
vides for the segregation people suffering 
leprosy but going ask our State Board its 
next regular meeting January rescind its ex- 
isting regulation covering leprosy which dates back 
many. years and wholly out-of-date. 

Gilbert Cottam, M.D. Sujt. 
State Bo:rd Health, 
South 


MINISTER-TEACHFR 


serve two churches and addition teach 
rural school. teach science grade class, and 
10th grade biology class. Recently the latter 
class were discussing diseases and spent two 
days disease, which only had line 
two our texts. happened that one 
the days the County Superintendent Schools 
visited class—Hansen’s was our topic. distrib- 
uted copies THE STAR. The superintendent 
became very interested, that forgot 
what had come class for. later told 
that his experience class reminded him story 
told the great preacher, Savonarola. 

Students were often assigned the task taking 
down the sermon shorthand for 
practice, but most the time they only got part 
the sermon and would then write their pa- 
per something the effect that they became 
interested the sermon that they could not con- 


centrate taking down shorthand. After stu- 
dents had taken THE STAR home, many interest 
ing conversations were reported—parents were 
prised hear the truth. 

will make talk December before lodge 
group Findlay, Ohio. will telling the facts 
you and will all possibly do. One idea 
have present program the two 
and Findlay, O.- which 
belong. And will also try disseminate the in- 
Ohio. will encourage all ministers 
write for information from THE STAR. ad- 
dition will use Sunday 1948 let the truth 
suggest that film strip the Hospital and Han- 
disease made for distrituticn and use with 
groups including churches, schools, colleges etc. 

Harold Konz 
Fostoria, Ohio, 


Mr. Samuel Martin, County Superintendent 
Schools, Seneca County, Tiffin, Ohio referred 
letter has ordered 147 copies 
THE STAR. copy for each teacher the coun- 
“they can see for themselves the enlightening 
discussion and facts Hansen’s disease” writes 
Mr. Martin. 


CLUB LEADER..... 


visit Carville December, 1946 was ve- 
stimulating experience. Since that time have 
also had the privilege going Kalaupapa, Mo- 
lokai with husband, Dr. Devereux, who 
member the Board Hospitals and Settlements 
the Territory Hawaii. 

result careful study THE STAR each 
month, which surely enjoy, and the education 
received from association with patients each 
institution, desire interest the chapters 
the National Society for Crippled Children and 
Adults Inc. and the National Congress Parents 
Teachers educational program concernir 
disease. joint project started 
these two organizations Hawaii for the pur- 
pose augmenting recreational facilities for the 
patients Kalaupapa and hope start pre- 
senting educational publicity the public 
the near 


1948 THE STAR 


the last annual convention the National 
Society, held Chicago November, called the 
attention the membership the facts concern- 
ing Carville and requested they take steps edu- 
cate themselves the program the hospital and 
the needs the patients. might expected, 
many them did not realize that dis- 
ease may result various types handicaps. 

The objectives this society are educate the 
public and give assistance all who are handicap- 
ped and feel certain the only reason they have 
not considered patients with Hansen’s disease 
because lack understanding and education. 
suggested the national meeting that each state 
allocate certain funds each year toward some pro- 
ject which would benefit the patients Carville. 
Anarticle discussing handicaps resulting from Han- 
disease might order some future issue 
THE STAR. This would eradicate great deal 
existing misinformation and confusion the 
minds many. 

Mrs, Wm. 
Hawaii 
National Society 
for Crippled Children 

and Adults, Inc. 


The “STAR” been bright the sun 
for constantiy educates all ramifications 
Hansen’s disease. Would that could more 
than just tell the people the Legion and Auxil- 
iary about you folks and the truths Hansen’s 
disease have learned know them. 


Today compiled the figures that set down 
attendance the many meetings addressed 
disease and was astounded that the figure 
arrived was 11, 982. 

May the day short coming when all the 
rights that you are fighting for shall come pass. 

Harry Shaffer, 
National Field Secretary, 
American Legion, 
Cincinnati, 


DICTIONARY..... 


consider the function dictionary re- 
cord unprejudiced manner possible the 
usage words spoken written language. 
Among the criteria necessitating entry word 
the dictionary the important one frequency 
occurrence. 


The information THE STAR constitutes 
valuable supplement the information our files 
concerning the term Hansen’s disease and its de- 
rivatives. You will interested know that Han- 
sen’s disease slated for entry New In- 
ternational Dictionary, Second Edition, early date. 


C.Merriam Company, 
Spring field, 


TERMINOLOGY 


November THE STAR commenting edit- 


orially said: “We should like see pres- 
ented Perry Burgess the International Con- 
gress Leprosyon the question the name 
the disease.” 

Mr. Burgess, President the Leonard Wood 
Memorial and author Who Walk Alone, has re- 
cently informed that preparing such 
paper and had advised Dr. Ernest Muir 
London, Secretary the International Leprosy 
Association that effect. 

Mr. Burgess has championed the cause those 
with Hansen’s disease since 
with the work almost years ago. has long 
contended and often said “The disease and its vic- 
tims are cursed being labeled with name 
which has come mean that which the nature 
the illness does not any sense com- 
bat this attitude one the means 
would change the name.” The theme 
Mr. Burgess paper will be, “it the viewpo 
the patients and their families which counts this 
matter and not that the scientists. former 
suffer the indignities and therefore are the 


STUDENT INTEREST 


The students the School Social Welfare, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, will 


present “The Ghost and the Bell” transcription 


during the second week February the second 
semester. The program will given one 
the larger rooms the Speech Department and 
open all interested students. 

“The Ghost and the Bell,” the nationwide radio 
broadcast, written Edgar Marvin and spon- 
sored the American Legion Auxiliary through 
Mrs. Norton Pearl, Past National President, last 
August was our biggest and best publicity break 
1947 and continues helpful our educa- 
tional program. 
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KALAUPAPA, MOLOKAI---THEN and NOW 
M.D. 


Courtesy N.O. Times-Picayune 
Fennel Hawaii 


fore taking his residence Hawaii years ago, 
Dr. Eric Fennel was Associate Professor Pathology 
Board Hospitals and Settlements the Territory 
Hawai: which administers the receiving station Kal- 
thi near Honolulu and the famed Leprosarium 
Kalaupapa, Molokai. 

Dr. Fennel’s discussion, presented here, followed 
paper and Other Sulfones Leprosy (Prelim- 
inary Report)’’, Dr. Norman Sloan, Medical 
rector, Kalaupapa Settlement, Molokai, Hawaii, which 
Dr. Sioan read before the 57th Meeting the 
Hawai: Territorial Medical Association, May 1947. 


the day first set foot these hospitable 
shores saw first leper, they were 
called those days was the civilian employee 
who handled the officers baggage the military 
pier was heavy leonine case), and have 
been keenly interested leprosy ever since. 

Quite recently made three-day-trip our 
Settlement Kalaupapa. Now believe mira- 
almost beneficent God. 

When first knew Kalaupapa many years ago 
was horrid hole hopelessness. There 
was sweetish, sickening stench over the whole 
place and the buildings were ev.n more decrepit 


than the patients. There was practically medical 
attention besides some cathartics and many 
ages and dressings, put amateurs— the word 
means “those who kokuas and prac- 
tical nurses. 

little chaulmoogra oil was still being given but 
the great majority the disillusioned and discour- 
aged patients, having seen the results, rather the 
lack them, refused further treatment, spite 
vigorous propaganda some our local chem- 
ists, who were producing numerous esters the 
oil. spite all this misery, there were many 
smiles the faces the patients Kalaupapa 
That was the end one era. 

Then the problem leprosy was turned over 
the Board Hospitals and Settlements, and great 
strides were made the physical rehabilitation 
the Settlement. modern hospital was built and 
trained nurses employed, but there was little change 
therapeusis. There were more and better dress- 
ings for the numberless ulcers and there were more 
smiles Kalaupapa. But, with here and there 
exception, the rule was that the prognosis was 
poor indeed, though death was often long delayed. 
Even and over all these new buildings there 
hung that pall the sickeningly sweet stench 
many, many ulcers. 


ended that era: and another was ushered 
the advent sulfanilamide znd later its chemical 
relatives. great deal topical application ulcers 
was made and, while there was effect 
leprae, the mixed infections dwindled and were 
held reasonable control. The air cleared. shall 
never forget the first time, this era, that walked 
into the Hospital; smelled good, cooking 
without overlay that deadly sickening odor 
that used everywhere. There were many 
smiles and cheerful Alohas all sides. 

Then came promin, and later diasone, which 
ushered the present era. 

Dr. Sloan conservative and not carried away 
enthusiasm. has lived with these patients 
day and day out and the retrogressions, for him 
were not startling. 

But for all was more than startling—it was 
some people. 


Less than year ago, last visit, for example, 
talked long and earnestly with friend, Harada, 
who came national attention through the writ- 
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ings Ernie Pyle. was heavily nodular the 
time, and must have taken hours apply all the 
dressings the ulcers his hands and fingers 
that needed much for his typewriter. 

This time his face was relatively smooth and 
there was not single dressing his hands—only 
new, pale epithelium. paraphrase Paré, “Sloan 
injected him; God healed him.” would asking 
too much God restore Harada the fingers 
that had amputated straighten out the 
ones. But not asking too much 
you, fellow physicians, discover these cases 
stage where these new drugs will restore the 
community whole man—not fraction man. 

Another example—a Caucasian woman, friend 
wife—when last saw her she was sitting 
corner, sick, trembling, protecting her eyes, that 
were going blind, from the light. She was heavily 
nodular and was having difficulty with her trach- 
eal tube. had difficulty understanding her speech. 
left her with very sad heart. 


Bravo Dr. Sloan! 


Now that drugs are last available which are 
real therapeutic value lepromatous leprosy, 
see slightest excuse subjecting leproma- 
tous patients further “controls” with 
the useless chaulmoogra preparations. Long before 
the sulfones were available, felt would 
great forward step the time, money and effort 
being wasted chaulmoogra oil could devoted 
research effort active drug. Now 
such drugs are here; and shocking find 
workers still clinging the outdated oil! Certain- 


This time, door opened and out onto the lanai 
jauntily walked woman, obviously full energy 
and self confidence; she looked and even 
before spoke she recognised sight! She 
wore adress open the neck, and there was small 
healed scar, where her tracheal tube used be! 
Her voice was normal, and her face showed only 
whitened skin where lepromata used be. 
chatted awhile and then she went happily about 
her business. was nearly moved tears—tears 
happiness. 

This is, then, the era hope and confidence; 
this the era, not smiles, but loud, hearty 
laughter— you should have heard recent ball 
game between the patients and the kokuas. was 
good game, but chief interest was the audi- 
ence, their laughter and most obvious happiness. 

This indeed, The Era; the most important one, 
for these people, since biblical days. grateful 


that have lived and seen close range. 
* * * *& * 


need large scale study program. Compare 
the different compare early and late 
compare tuberculoid cases; make 
thorough studies dosage and toxicity; all 
means try new drugs, especially new sulfones, but 
let more work wasted drugs which, 
they have any value all lepromatous leprosy 
(and that questionable) are far outshadowed 
the sulfones that they should forever forgotten. 

Dr. Norman Sloan 

Medical Director, Sett ement 
(From ‘‘Correspondence’’, International Journal 
Leprosy July-September 1947) 


RESEARCH PROGRAM PLANNED 


The Advisory Board the Leonard Wood Me- 
morial and group consulting chemotherapists, 
nominated the Chairman the Medical Divis- 
ion the National Research Council, met recent- 
New York City, for the purpose planning 
program for extensive research find improved 
drugs methods for treating leprosy. 

This meeting probably was the first 
large group distinguished scientists, most 
whom are not leprologists, has met consider 
this health problem from the strictly scientific 
viewpoint. 

commenting the discussion, Dr. 


Wade, Medical Director the Leonard Wood 
Memorial stated 


“There was general approval two plans. One 
establish cooperative scheme with selected 
workers various countries, under central co- 
ordinating committee, whereby the new drugs now 
use may evaluated scientifically, uniform 
methods procedure and recording. Another 
establish, connection with some suitable le- 
prosy institution, testing unit with special per- 
sonnel make preliminary tests new drugs 
which appear promise but which have 
not yet been used the treatment leprosy.” 


continued page 


THE 


Digest Article Dated 


recent popular digest magazine, there 
article Ernie Pyle, describing the leprosariumat 
Molokai, Hawaiian Islands. sorry Ernie Pyle’s ar- 
ticle was written before the efficacy several newly 
developed drugs was established, because the results 
obtained with these drugs (promin, diasone and pro- 
mizole) have finally brought definite justification for 
hope among persons who contract Hansen’s disease. 
W.R. Geidt, M.D., Epidemiologist, Washington State 
Department Health. 

(Excerpts from letter appearing ‘‘The Voice the 
column the Seattle 
Washington.) 


Dr. Geidt referred “Fifty Years 
Leper Colony”, condensed from Ernie 
Pyle’s HOME COUNTRY and published the 
publication have had many letters from readers 
THE STAR, calling our attention this article 
with comments similar Dr. 

Ernie Pyle’s description Kalaupapa HOME 
COUNTRY was condensed from his columns 
which originally appeared the Honolulu AD- 
VERTISER December 1937 and January 1938 
the time his visit Kalaupapa. His columns 
were beautifully and sympathetically written but 
even that time were not entirely accurate. use 
this material today DIGEST, with- 
out accompanying explanation that conditions 
have greatly changed since the advent sulfone 
therapy, not only Kalaupapa but almost 
ver the world, particularly our own gave 
false impression millions readers and was 
not fair the patients this U.S. Marine 
Hospital and their families throughout 
States. How much the situation has changed 
Kalaupapa shown most vividly Dr. Fennel 
“Kalaupapa— Then and Now” (page4 

READER’S DIGEST has been approached 
several nationally known writers with the 
disease being treated today, and the new 
hope that evident Carville. But 
DIGEST has not been interested. was really 
heartening who have been working 
bring about enlightened public opinion, that 
the DIGEST should use such dated material, re- 
flecting the hopelessness the chauimoogra oil 
era. 

subject. Some our country's leading scientists 


are now taking active interest this health 
problem. The nation’s press, devoting much 
space it, has made the public leprosy-conscious. 

November 22, 1947, THE STAR addressed 
Merle Crowell, Senior Editor the 
READER’S DIGEST, asking that the DIGEST ex- 
ercise the same sense justice that Ernie Pyle 
would were alive today write the story 
the dramatic and heartwarming changes that are 
taking place both the medical and the social as- 
pects this problem. suggested that the 
DIGEST carry feature story some nationally 
known science writer, presenting the modern ap- 
proach Hansen’s disease. 


from Lois Mattox Miller, Roving Editor READ- 
ER’S DIGEST and nationally writer 
medical subjects. She writes: “We are grateful 
you for calling our attention the mistake 
reprinting material old that contained 
Ernie Pyle’s column. can well realize, the face 
advances treatment that have been made 
the past few years, how you must dislike the out- 
-dateness this copy. have been asked 
into the subject leprosy and its day 
treatment, and hope come with something 
which you will approve.” 

THE STAR appreciates the spirit 
DIGEST. are hopeful that Lois 
Mattox Miller will accept our suggestion that she 
visit Carville gather on-the-spot material for 
her story which, with the tremendous circulation 
READER’S DIGEST, should one our best 
publicity breaks for 1948. 


GEORGIA’S HEALTH, monthly publication 
Department Public Health, Dr. Tho- 
mas Abercrombie, Director, Erna Lee Mason, 
Editor, has been most generous giving space 
discussing disease and its problems. 
April, May, June, July and November 1947 GEOR- 
GIA’S HEALTH installments “The Sto- 
the National Leprosarium” and “Factors 
the Leprosy Situation.” 

the state and 33,000 its leading citizens. 
also sent all State Health Department Directors. 


Place THE STAR your public library 
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NOTHING TOO GOOD FOR THE MEN BATAAN 


Gertrude Hornbostel 


its Tommy this and Tommy that 

And throw him out the brute, 

guns begin shoot, 
Kipling. 

Associated Press dispatch from Baltimore 
under date Nov. carried the following story: 
Filipino seaman who walked the ‘Death 
March Bataan’ today awaited final diagnosis 
Marine Hospital doctors determine whether 
has leprosy and must remain aboard banana boat 
until reaches some country which will accept 
him. 

Carlos Callano, father three, was ordered 
remain aboard the vessel after arrived Sunday 
from South America, where Guatemala authorities 


refused admit him ashore because 


F.S. Fellows who described his condition “se- 
rious”. more thorough examination was then 
ordered. 

Callano has the disease and cannot cured 
within days, will not permitted land. 
Callano came here after the war aboard troop 
ship shipped out Baltimore several times 
recent months”. 

Other dispatches stated that because Callano 
suspected having “leprosy” became man 
country, doomed roam the seas until 
somehow could get back his native Philippines 
because would not allowed land. Besides 
that the immigration authorities have ordered that 
isolated aboard ship, with the result that the 
shipping company for whom worked are forced 
carry him from port port until can find 
haven. 

Neither was treatment for the alleviation his 
condition mentioned and anyone who has ever 
been banana boat knows that isolation any 
ship going the tropics usually means sweat box, 
and incidentally aggravation his condition. 

This man served the United States well. did 
his bit for his country and for our own United 
States fighting Bataan and went through 
enough hell when was forced the Japanese 
take part the Death March, which was prob- 
ably responsible for his present condition and 
while our flag was still floating over the Philippines. 


might worthwhile find out when the dis- 
ease first began show itself and possibilities are 
that was either during shortly after his experi- 
ences with the Japanese. Taking these circum- 
stances under consideration, seems that owe 
him make treatment available the man 
put our actions the same class with those 
whom are prosecuting for war crimes. What 


are doing inhuman and cruel. Too much lip 


service, red tape and passing the buck appears 
post-war characteristic the men who 
something but Shall stand idly 
see human being suffer and die for want the 
necessary treatment which are willing ac- 
cord even our former enemies with the billions 
which are spending for relief? 

its Tommy this and Tommy that 

And throw him out, the brute, 

But its thin red line 

When the guns begin shoot, 


NOTE: According Dr. F.S. Fellows the U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service, Baltimore, the newspaper accounts 
the Callano case were not entirely correct. 
definite Hansen’s disease had been made 
Callano prior the arrival his ship the U.S. 
Fellows said; ‘‘The man was was hos- 
pitalized the Hospital Baltimore, 
under orders from the immigration 


DR. WASSELL RESIGNS POST 


Honolulu, Dec. 18.—Dr. Corydon Wassell, 

medical missionary who World War fame 
hero the Pacific announced today that 
was resigning his new position superintendent 
the Episcopalian Shingle Memorial Hospital 
the island Molokai because “it being run 
commercial public institution and not mission- 
ary hospital.” 
and Mrs. Wassell went Molo- 
kai the papers were full misinformation. Sample 
headline August 24, 1947 “War Hero 
Serve Without Pay Leper Hospital.” Shingle 
Memorial Hospital does not treat leprosy patients. 
They are treated Kalaupapa, Molokai. The two 
institutions just happen the same island, 
but when the name Molokai was mentioned the 
press took its cue for sensational publicity. 


**Patronize our advertisers** 
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Taking Stock 


year has passed since the “Advisory Commit- 
tee the United States” submitted its 
recommendations the, Health Ser- 
the recommendations have been 
carried few others, are told, are being 
worked on; far know, nothing has been 
done about the remainder. 

The more liberal policy leaves for patients, 
recommended the committee has been inaug- 
urated. The patients’ vacation period has been 
extended one month twice year cus- 
tom permitting only small simul- 
taneous leaves has been discarded. This new pol- 
icy has given patient morale tremendous lift and 
know least one case where was factor 
voluntary admission. 

Funds have been authorized return deceased 
patients their homes, recommended the 
committee, This 
but recently effect, should great comfort 
families and, judging from comments have 
heard from some the patients, has certain 
psychological value. 

Conforming with the committee’s 
dation, phamphlet, “Introducing You Carville”, 
old patients and given new patients soon 
after their arrival. The phamphlet designed 
give the patients knowledge the current re- 
quirements, policies and procedures this hospi- 
tal and help the “freshman” makethe necessary 
ment. Copies “Introducing You Carville” 
have been sent the chiefs the health 
ments all states, and many county and city 
health officers. The recom- 
mended that the recreation facilities improved 
and increased and that additonal personnel, espe 
cially qualified furnish leadership these activi- 
ties, secured. was also recommended that 


the vocational and occupational training program 


expanded andimproved. Further, the commit- 
tee recommended medical social workers. 
Practically nothing has been accomplished con- 
cerning the above three recommendations. 
Early the summer the did send Spe- 
cial Consultant report community problems 
and propose plan for solving them. un- 
derstand his plan was considered “satisfactory” 


compassionate consideration, 


but the personnel, equipment and funds toimple- 
ment the plan were not forthcoming. The con- 
sultant resigned, declaring, “My situation 
unacceptable that librarian whose plan 
for library has been accepted and who has been 
hired set that library and who, after four 
months, has not been provided with one shelf 
one dollar buy book.” fairness the 
S., there are other factors the situation. 
Meanwhile, vocational and occupational training 
are what the patients create for themselves. 
Housekeeping quarters for married couples(who 
met and married after coming here patients) 
were recommended. This, well the recommen- 
dation that financial provision made for fam- 
ilies when the breadwinner Carville, would 
require congressional appropriation. there has 


been any action bythe have not heard 


it. 


Because the unfair and unscientific common- 
carrier regulation, (based law years old) 
transportation and from the home 
when authorized leave, has always been big 
headache here, except when the patient’s family 
called and returned himina private car. The situa- 
tion was somewhat eased 1946 when the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary gave for this 
purpose. The wagon has now gone about 65,000 
miles. Recognizing this need, the 
commended that the furnish additional 
station-wagons and expressed the feeling that the 
expenses incident such trips should res- 
ponsibility the hospital. far, the one over- 
worked station-wagon continues render valiant 
service, but for how long? And, course, the 
patients themselves pay for every trip they make 
but greatly reduced rates compared what 
they paid before had the station-wagon. 

Prior the meeting the Advisory Committee, 
Dr. Williams, Assistant Surgeon General and 
whom Surgeon General Parran had assigned the 
“leprosy detail,” said, “Estimates the number 
persons afflicted with leprosy the United 
States vary from 1,500 2,000, the present 
time there are 378 persons under treatment 
Carville. this disease eradicated, ob- 
viously some additional plan necessary whereby 

greater number persons who have this disease 
can placed under treatment. necessary 


Jan. 
‘ 
| 


1948 


establish, under proper restrictions, facilities for 
treating patients nearer their homes the four 
where there the greatest prevalence the 
disease-Louisiana, Texas, Florida and California- 
lam sure that thoughtful citizen those states 
will agree that everything possible should done 
provide adequate treatment for these patients 
and thus make progress toward more effective 
control the disease this country. hop- 
ing the committee will able bring 
program that will step toward the 
eradication leprosy the United States.” 

The committee did just that. fact, early case 
finding and early treatment diagnostic and treat- 
ment centers the endemic states, “based 
public health approach contrast with the pres- 
ent institutional plan,” very heart the 
recommendation. 

This, the most important all the 
dations inspired the so-called “pilot program” 
the The pilot program, designed per- 
fect methods early case finding Louisiana 
was set the pattern for the work the other 
endemic states. The “pilot” has not gone much 
beyond the “talking stage” this past year and has 
-the same concepts that have been per- 
petuating the disease Louisiana for more than 


RESEARCH cont’d from page 

From time some particular drug has been 
advocated with enthusiasm its originator only 
prove wanting—with consequent discourage- 
ment and depression the unfortunate victims 
the disease whose hopes had been raised. Gra- 
dually, first place this field was taken chaul- 
moogra oil and chemical modifications it. Here 
again the high expectations were not realized, for 
one reason because many patients who were 
returned totheir homes with the disease “arrested” 
were found relapse. While there are those who 
still believe there isa real value this drug, others 
have dropped valueless. 

With the development the new “magic” drugs 
recent years--the sulfonamides (sulfanilamide 
and its modifications) and the antibiotics (as peni- 
cillin and streptomycin) was hoped that some 
them would value leprosy. That has not 
proved the case. More recently another group 
synthetics, the sulfones, has been developed 
primarily for use tuberculosis. far they 
have been used for that purpose, they have been 
disappointing: but when applied leprosy-first 
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200 years. The hesitant take 
“full steps” toward their objective. Homage “lep- 
rophobia” will not bring these objectives nearer 
but all out educational campaign will. 

was suggested the committee that the 
undertake program education for physicians 
and laymen given such basic facts “Recognition 
that, contrary popular opinion, leprosy not 
highly communicable. less communicable 
than tuberculosis, and certain types are not likely 
sources infection. the United States 


foci infection only the Gulf Coast States.” 
The attitude, expressed officials the 
that efforts toward informing the public regarding 
disease should directed principally 
the four states where the disease most prevalent 
rather than the entire nation. feel the edu- 
cational program should nation wide. How- 
ever, have come long way from the day when 
this hospital was considered quasi military 
camp”; have come long way from the day, 
only ten years ago, when patients did not have the 
use long distance telephone, simply empha- 
size the feeling isolation; have come long 
way, indeed, but still have “fur piece” go. 


promin, then diasone-they proved the most 
effective drugs that have been employed. 

For various reasons, however, has become evi- 
dent that the sulfones are far from all that 
desired, and that there much still done 
this field. There is, therefor, pressing need for 
the development other, effective drugs 
whether of. the sulfone type something quite 
different and new. There also possibility that 
some better method treatment can arrived at, 
for example the use two different drugs 
the same time; such combinations have often been 
found other conditions have, some mecha- 
nism not fully understood, results far greater than 
mere summation their effects when given alone. 

These were the problems submitted the con- 
sideration the experts pharmacology, clinical 
medicine and related fields. Because their com- 
plexities the discussions were necessarily prelimi- 
nary character, resulting leads for further explo- 
ration rather than final conclusions. Progress will 
necessity stepwise: the final solution can not 
expected overnight: and further conferences 
this kind will held from time time, 
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Dr. Kellersberger, General Secretary the 
American Mission, who tour leprosaria 
the Orient, wrote from Shanghai 
from far off China. have been here 
month now, and some country-462 millions 
them, and Shanghai one crowded city, not 
only its own, but alot refugees, too. 
here have seen very little work done for vic- 
tims disease, except missionary 
groups. The need very great. 


you about Mr. Zeh King, ex- 
Captain the Chinese army who now has Hans-: 
Christian, and has fine influence over the other 
patients small hospital surrounded big 
wall the edge the great city Hangchow. 
100 miles southwest here. Here picture 
him that took. 


the teft Mr. fine Chinese 


man who, during the Japanese occupation, took 
care the patients, and kept many them from 
dying. Next him Mr. Donald Miller, 
tary the British Mission which has been sup- 
porting the Hangchow institution for over 
years, often under great difficulty. Mr. Miller and 
are traveling together, studying whole situa- 


tion, try help more. the Mr. 
Zeh King. 


Reunion Carville 


Mrs. Elizabeth Faulkner Sacramento, Calif., 
made her annual visit this hospital Decem- 
ber. was Mrs. 25th trip Carville 
and, usual, she came especially see Dan, Har- 
and Pedro, all patients here whom she first met 
years ago San Francisco. Back this simple 
news item lies heartwarming story one wo- 
faithful interest and determination carry 
unselfish work. 


1917, Mrs. Faulkner, then living Oakland, 
read her local paper group “leprosy pa- 
tients” who were being cared for San Francisco 
County small institution San Francisco. 
just could not forget about those people,” she said. 
kept thinking about them while doing house- 
work. made mind visit them, but was 
uncertain how would received. However, 
when did visit them, the superintendent was very 
nice and welcomed in. There met Dan, Harry 
and Pedro. heart went out these boys and 
became friends. went back many times. When 
moved Sacramento prayed that would 
possible for continue visits these boys 
and also the boys pray. lady friend 
mine made possible for visit San Francis- 
co, then the Northern Electric gave pass 
and was able visit boys twice month. Our 
prayers were answered.” 

1921 the Federal Government established the 
National Leprosarium Carville and the San Fran- 
cisco patients were transferred here. When Harry, 
Pedro and Dan came Carville, they all hoped 
that Mrs. Faulkner would able visit them some 
day but, course, never dreamed that she would. 
However, she found way and has been coming 


continued page 
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FSA CHIEF... 


Oscar Ewing above, recently appointed ad- 
ministrator the Federal Security Agency, brings 
his new office keen interest all aspects 
public health work. Viewing public health one 
the most vital parts social security, Mr. Ewirg 
strongly advocates increasing public awareness 
problems this field, since only through such 


understanding that public cooperation and action 


are possible. 

Mr. Ewing, who attorney, received his B.A. 
from Indiana University 1910 and L.L. 
degree from Harvard 1913. Following his gradu- 
ation was instructor the University lowa 
Law School until entered the practice law 
Indianapolis. 1917 went into the Army and 
became captain the Air Service. 

The Federal Security Agency was established 
1939 and composed the following: Office 
Education, Social Security Administration, Public 
Health Service, Office Vocational Rehabilitation, 
Food And Drug Administration, Bureau Em- 
Compensation, Compensation 
Appeals Columbia Institution for the Deaf, 
American Printing House for the Blind, St. Eliza- 
beths Hospital and Howard University. TheAgen- 
first administrator was Paul McNutt, who 
was followed Watson Miller, Carville’s good 
friend. Mr. Ewing succeeded Mr. Miller, who re- 


become Commissioner Immigration 


and Naturalization the Department Justice. 


Charles Gresham, the Home Planning Center, D.H. 
Holmes Co., Ltd New Orleans, showing Mrs. John 
Tims, Jr., New Orleans, draperies for our 
club scheme will chartreuse, tur- 
quoise and cocoa Mrs. Mr. Gresham spent 
afternoon here December planning the furnish- 
ings. 


One our new projects planned for 1943 the 
furnishing club lounge community meeting 
room our recreation building. The idea origi- 
nated last year with our Voiture Locale No. 902, 
Forty and Eight, who made the first contribution 
the furnishings fund. THE STAR has taken 
over the project which now full swing, and 
hope have completed the not too dis- 
tant future. 

There real need for room this kind 
the hospital where the American Legion Post, the 
Legion the Forty and Eight, Patients’ 
Federation committees, Mexican Club, Sports 
Association, and all other groups can hold their 
meetings, also attractive place for the patients 
greet visitors. have the room, very large one, 
but practically bare furniture and want 
make this the one place where patients can gather 
sans institutional atmosphere. 

Individuals and groups interested part 
furnishing our club lounge are invited coop- 
erate with us. For further details write Club 
Lounge, care THE STAR, U.S. Marine Hospital, 
Carville, La. will report from month month 
the progress toward making this lounge 
reality. 
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Mrs. Abel Leonard, hospital chairman for the 
Navy Mothers Club Baton Rouge, shown dis- 
pensing gayly wrapped gifts World War 


patients this The Navy 
Moms remembered the children generously, too. 
Mrs. Leonard also distributed gifts the Vets and 
children from the Athenian Ladies Bible Class 
the First Baptist Church Baton Rouge. 

Mrs. John Bowman motored over from Baton 
with Mrs. Leonard. 


When Commander Perry Lucas and Mrs. Lucas 

and our old friends, Mr. and Mrs. Chrisler, 
Capital City Chapter, Disabled American Vete- 
rans, drove from Baton Rouge Saturday De- 
cember 20, their car was piled high with packages. 
There were personalized gifts for every veteran 
this hospital and the fellows had asked for 
thing from motor for model aeroplane set 
highball glasses. 

The National Auxiliary, through its 
hospital chairman, Mrs. Florence Green Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., continues its interest this 
hospital and this year, always, each veteran was 
sent the gift his choice. 
REUNION CARVILLE...... 
here for the past years. 

Mrs. Faulkner, Deaconess the Free Method- 
ist Church Sacramento, looks young today 
she did when she made her first trip here, her Car- 
ville friends declare. She thinks this hospital 
fine institution but wishes that California, with 
its wonderful climate, would welcome small 
hospital for treating Hansen’s disease. 


continued from page 


group the “Best People Earth” played 
Santa Claus the local veterans Thursday eve- 
ning, December 18. Shown above, presenting 
special gift box one the World War boys, 
Felix Marx (center), District Deputy the 
Benevolent and Protective Order ELKS. The 
committee bringing the gifts included Tommie 
Ligor, Al. Pender and Middleton, all Baton 
Rouge Lodge No. 499. The Carville gifts were sent 
from the Donaldsonville Lodge. The men the 
Veterans’ Hospital, New Orleans, were also remem 
bered the Elks this year. This happy idea, 
new one for the BPOE this vicinity, was con- 
ceived Deputy Marx. 


One the pleasant events December wasthe 
installation the officers our local American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit Mrs. Wilkes, €th 
District President. Mrs. Wilkes was accompanied 
Carville Mrs. Landry, District Secre- 
tary; Mrs. Abel Leonard, 6th District Rehabilita- 
tion Chairman; Mrs. A.A. Diez, President Nich- 
olson Unit No. 38; Mrs. Williams, Sons 
Legion William Brown; Mrs. Hat- 
tie Dayries, Secretary and Child Welfare Chair- 
man Letteff, Rehabilitation Chair- 
man, all Nicholson Unit No. 38, Baton Rouge. 
The visiting ladies served delicious refreshments 
which they brought with them. 


NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 


When sending change address THE STAR give old 
address well new. This necessary locate your ad- 
dress our files. 


e 
Holiday Callers 


Grateful Acknowledgments 


Campbell Soup Girls Chicago wrapping Christmas 
presents for the patients. Left toright: Shirley Mockus, 
Lee Underwater, Mildred Newman, Oswald and 
Mae Fitzgerald. 

December and THE Community 
Christmas tree and party has come and gone but 
pleasant memories linger now pause 
express our gratitude the many folks who made 
all possible. 

Cash contributions defray the expenses the 
evening were received from Nathaniel Owen 
Unit No. Gatun, Canal Zone; American Legion 
Auxiliary; Campbell Soup girls Chicago; Natio- 
nal Auxiliary the Disabled American Veterans 
Mrs. Florence Green, Kalamazoo, Mich., 
Hospital Lulu Stull Albion, Mich. 
Jefferson, the Jefferson Lion’s 
Auxiliary; Bobby Wallace Unit, American Legion 
Auxiliary Jefferson, La. and Mrs. Betty Kean 
Watervliet, Mich. who also sent box ornam- 
ents for the tree. 

The Navy Club Baton Rouge bought 


the huge tree and several strings those bubbling 


tree lights. Mrs. Birdie Lavigne sent crate 
oranges she had grown from Port Sulphur, La. 

For the homemade cookies, our thanks the 
Units the 7th District, American Legion Auxili- 
ary, Department Louisiana. Candy was from 
the Edgewater and Sunnyside Exchange, Bell Tele- 
phone Co. Chicago and the Units the 5th 
District, American Legion Auxiliary, Department 
Louisiana. 

The girls the Commercial Department the 
Bell Telephone Co. New Orleans sent gifts 
and all the rest were from the Edgewater-Sunny- 
side Telephone Exchange Chicago under the 


leadership Lorraine Greinke and the Campbell 
Soup girls Chicago under Mae Fitzgerald. Each 
and every package was pleasant surprise and 
friendly reminder the good wishes the girls. 

Thanks Voiture 240 Baton Rouge and our 
dependable old friends, Nesom, 
G.B. Buck) Kleinpeter and Mike Acosta for ar- 
ranging for the eggnog, entertainers and transport- 
ation for everyone. 

THE liaison representative, Mrs. 
(Steve) McCormick Destrehan, La. assumed the 
general chairmanship and carried through 
the details which added wonderful evening. 


UPC Serves Community 


Although only slightly over months age, the 
United Patients’ Committee has reached full ma- 
turity when measured its accomplishments. 
October the UPC accordance with fall elections 
the variouslocal organizations, reorganized and 
the same time increased the number clubs 
its roster from Richards was elected 
President with Brown, Carpenter and 
Page the new Executive Committee. 

Comm spent several meetings reviewing 
bill prepared for Congress Col. G.H. Rarey. 
Then the UPC plunged into preparation its new 
program with which hopes make even greater 
progress than was made last year. The patients 
who home this Xmas were especially 
aware the success. Prior last 
work simultaneous leaves had been limited ten. 
The Committee was aiso having leaves 
extended from days. One their first ac- 
complishments for which they received the com- 
mendations the MOC, was the reassignment 


_an eye specialist the staff. Then the UPC, suc- 


ceeded having surgery made available 
and arrangements finally underway add 
physio-therapist and occupational therapist 
the staff. 

Under the heading education, the UPC lists 
its typing classes, aids the art and music classes 
the school children and this month they will 
inaugurate reading and discussion group. Many 
the texts discussed were gifts Delta Sig- 
Epsilon sorority was most the equipment 
used the educational work. DSE has al- 
been placed correspondence with number 
patients through the UPC and the sorority 
showered them with gifts and cookies during the 
holiday. Our congratulations the United Pa- 
tients’ Committee for its service the community. 


« 


SALUTE SORORITY 


Just before the Yule season full year ago, our 
Medical Officer Charge forwarded some cor- 
respondence the United Patients’ Committee. 
Two weeks later the invitation the United 
Patients’ Committee, Miss Elizabeth Daniel, and 
Mrs. Wilbur Stout, the writers the letter visited 
our hospital and thus heralded the advent 
Delta Sigma Epsilon sorority our campus. 

The 4000 members Sigma Epsilon reversed 
the prodigal son routine wanting make this 
hospital its national social service project. Harry 
Richards, President the United Patients’ Com- 
mittee, says that the committee was almost floored 
the prospect. “We had been battling hard for 
principle, with intangibles, that when received 
offer practical help were stymied.” took 


while before the UPC could recover its equili- 
brium. The thought 9000 girls their side was 
too much. the time Miss Daniel arrived, the 
UPC had its program shined and polished with 
projects medical, social and educational, ready 


page 


YOUTH WILL 
There are always several entertainments and 
parties given this hospital during the holiday 
season and the children the school are invariably 
among the invited guests present. Each event stirs 


their corpuscles and makes their hearts beat little 
faster. the time Christmas Day arrives their 
adrenalin output capacity, but the Xmas en- 
tertainments for them are over the grown-ups 
gather their own little cliques and settle down 
their private Yuletide celebrations. 


This year something new was arranged for the 
boys and girls replace Christmas Day where 
rightfully belongs, the breathless climax the 
days weeks waiting. This year the children 
were going have their own tree and party, 
breakfast held Xmas morning. 

For several weeks preceding the school recess they 
worked after class making the decorations for their 
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PERSONAL CHICAGO 


Dear Santa’s Assistants, 


None the patients here would have the slightest 
hesitation identifying you, our old friends the 
Edgewater and Sunnyside Exchanges the Bell Tele- 
Phone Co. and your our new friendsof the Camp- 
Soup Co. Sa:.ta’s assistants. was for 
automatic salutation for was THE STAR party and 
saw several hundred people receive the gifts that you 
had spent hours buying and wrapping. was, 
the reassuring. 

Too often today the spirit Christmas misplaced 
anaccount book where arecord gifts and cards re- 
ceived noted that the individual can remember 
the givers kind the following year. Knowing that 
these were not exchange presents--that you would re- 
ceive none return, you spent your scant, precious, 
leisure hours selecting gifts. Although the Chicago pa- 
tients here are few, neither that nor the 1000 miles se- 
paration that bond comradeship pre- 
vented you from sending present everyone. Nor 
were your presents hastily bought, token offerings, from 
Some bargain counter, they were both thoughtful and 
desirable. such the spirit Christmas and for 
such have respectful admiration. 


Key Pitt 


STAR AGAIN SPONSORS CHRISTMAS TREE 


The ballroom was crowded when 
THE annual Christmas tree. For mom- 
ent was startled jingling bells white- 
robed figure hurtled towards me, but recovered 
aplomb when recognized Miss Lily Hartwell 
playing her dual role Mrs. official 
greeter. James McCurnin Sr. officiated Santa. 
Flavoring the evening with entertainment provided 
Rita Wetta and Spann was comely group 
young ladies. Additional spice was found when 
were served and the eggnog proved 


have real nod it. Bless you, gentlemen. 


note joy and touch sadness shared the 


STAR STAGES SCOOP 


Orders from higher decreed meeting 
fora Saturday morning mid-December. The 
obedient, rank and brass alike, gathered the 
editorial office around 9:30. Impatiently the in- 
ter-office buzzer summoned the galley slaves from 
their typecases. Rushing the Xmas issue, the black 
gang answered that they couldn’t attend for ano- 
ther minutes. minutes later the biggest brass 
buzzed again that Major and Mrs. Hornbostel had 
arrived andthe major was loaded for bear with 
ideas for the New Year. Defiantly came the an- 


swer: “If you want now, bring the rest 
the staff back here.” 

The editor, feigning impatience, (he good 
actor) led the way see what the boys the back 
room were having. They were met witha full 
chorus rendition HAPPY BIRTHDAY. 

was Mrs. Hornbostel’s birthday, The major 
had had consult the record room for her natal 
day, but THE STAR has its own way. yes, 
cake was served The Coffee Corner. 


COFFEE CORNER 


With the coming December, 
“liquid sunshine”, arm-in-arm with some very 
frigid blasts, dropped announce that winter 
would with for awhile. THE 
promotion department long realize that 
alot man hours were being lost those frequent 
trips the Canteen for hot coffee. Thinking, too, 
that the aroma fresh coffee might attract some 
new type setters out the cold and into the warmth 
and friendly hairpulling debates our pressroom, 
sent out feelers for equipment. 

Johnny Harris came with cabinet, Nick 


gave par’-time use his hot plate and Frank 
cont:nucd page 
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Nesom took time out buy our cup drip-o-later 
and cups and saucers. the still 
use. 

The front office put quite 
cost coffee, sugar and the 
came the comparison brews, the heavy mud 
the Louisiana French seeking favor over the 
crystal clear coffee the foreigners from the 
other states. course, there always.an 
amateur like Mike who takes directions from 
even drink the result himself and there man- 
made and woman- made coffee, but the real con- 
test between Louisiana and the 

STAR’S from page 

evening. For joy was “Steve” birth- 
day; the final visit Kelly Rand and his lovely 
wife, Elnora, was the sad note. worderful 
personality and vibrant voice have brightened ma- 
our entertainments. are especially grate- 
ful that should have chosen spend one 
his few remaining days with before leaving stat- 
ion WWL join Vincent orchestra. Our 
best wishes with Keliy Rand for his generosity 
giving his time and his sincerity saying, “at 
heart not fact, fellow patients.” 

SALUTE SORORITY....... cont’d from page 


for review everything from sponsoring our own 
private eye bank, physio-therapy department, 
shopping center and and into the night. 
The projects but they just 
couldn’t imagine anything that 9000 girls 
do. Our suggestions were big, but Delta Sigma 
Epsilon didn’t blink eye and went right work. 
They started sending the music for the 


after they record player which has mountain presents underneath. 


tremendously the boys’ and girls’ music periods 
school. Then came two very badly needed 
typewriters which enabled UPC ahead 
with its typing classes. Besides these gifts from the 
national group, the individual chapters have sert 
number packages with treats that were distri- 
buted the more handicapped, new text books 
for the school and books and puzzles for our library. 

This Christmas the United Committee 
received enough presents from Delta Sigma Epsi- 
lon stage Visit From St. Nick the houses 
our handicapped and the hospital. The big red 
sleigh made the Plantation Shop was pulled 
six tiny caroling reindeer and Chaplain Rash 
cracked his whip true St. Nick fashion. small 
crowd collected atevery stop and trailed along 
from door door the presents, dates and nuts 


Jan. 
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own tree. chains stretched across 
the work tables and small piles Santa Claus fa- 
ces, angels, choir boys, horns plenty and silver 
stars grew steadily. the last day before vaca- 
tion they decorated the tree and hung their chains 
across the room. 

the intervening week before the breakfast 
sometimes had reason regret their tree any- 
thing else that served heighten their anticipa- 
tion Xmas. They galloped around single and 
masse like many atom bombs about explode. 
The night the STAR party they were fever 
pitch and doubted they would survive the re- 
maining four days. The routine their life was 
stored deep some dark closet and they became 
the elfish sprites that caper the and 
the noisy gnomes that enliven the night. From 
dawn could expected momentarily 
burst upon the scene, yelling like Indians and 
shooting some fleeing enemy just around every 
corner. Especially was the routine the small 
jobs that they earn pocket money pushed 
the background. This can say because the 
experience having year old ice man with 
his lbs. ice take unexpected vacation. 
things went until the appointed day. 

Breakfast was served 7:30, but was 
just little after when the first bright face made 
its appearance. The others were close behind 
except for Emil who was the day’s sleepyhead, 
either from midnight mass waiting see St. 
Nick. Miss Jerris, the was delighted 
with their reaction her transformation the 
class room. huge fireplace stood the end 
the room and stockings bulging with fruit hung 

large tree stood one side 
The table, trimmed red and green with Santa, 
sleigh and reindeer racing across the tablecloth, 
dominated the center the room. 

The breakfast had been kept surprise. Miss 
Jerris knew the cafeteria did not serve waffles and 
thought that they would offer welcome variation 
and treat. She was turnsurprised learn that 
none the children had ever tasted waffles. 

After breakfast the presents under the tree were 
opened and conveying the thanks all the 
children Delta Sigma Epsilon and the Jr. Red 
Cross for their interest. 


were delivered. the time the hospital was reach- 
ed, the caroling was least the loudest not the 
best ever heard these parts. Believe not, the 
identity Santa remained mystery the end. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
been employed the Carville Leprosarium plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 


the much publicized case Father Damien his 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish betwecn 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable dis- 


contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- New York State and patients that State are subject 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the restrictions down, 

most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 

and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 


years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
record, Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 
the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied infection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement. with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case ‘as being 
sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 
Naaman). 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 


cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 


‘taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 


- 
— 
* * * * * 
| 
| 
, 
of 


FOR YOUR BANKING 
SEE WRITE US, 
WHERE 


Baton Rouge 
Shop 
DALTON’S 


Phone 2-4421 


Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 

Bank Money Orders, 


THE CANTEEN Travelers’ Cheques 
Where 
Your.patronage greatly appreciated Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window, 


Owned and operated the 
PATIENT’S FEDERATION 


LOUIS CARVILLE, 


General Merchants 


let know any way can serve 


you any time. 
* KK 


INC. LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 


Fancy Groceries, Dry Goods, Hardware 


CONVENIENT COURTEOUS 


Carville, Louisiana 


SERVICE BATON 
Established 1910 Member 


The purpose this publication to: 


Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 


Encourage and finance social for needy patients. 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, National Leprosarium, 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Name 
Address 
City 


Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscription $1.00 per year 


Zone State 


=, 
i 
‘ 
pe 
| 
— 
BADIA 
: 
4 = 
4 


